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Rescuers brave horrific scene -

=] =]
StarTribune.com | MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
Rescuers brave horrific scene
Witnesses rushed through dust and smoke to help bring the
injured to safety as emergency workers organized the rescue effort.
Star Tribune Staff
Last update: August 02, 2007 — 12:31 AM
On Wednesday evening, Jamecca Cohee was talking on her cell phone to her best friend.
who had just picked up Cohee's mother at the airport. Suddenly the friend said to Cohee, (-
"l can hear some cracking."
And then the phone went dead.
About the same time, Jeisy Aguiza, 13. and her brother Ronal, 7, and about 60 children
were riding back to the Waite House MNeighborhood Center after a day of swimming in
Coon Rapids when their bus "just fell,” she said.
Aguiza closed her eyes and grabbed hold of her brother as the bus dropped through the
air.
Seconds later, the bus landed on all four wheels on the broken bridge deck. Rocks rained
through the windows, Aguiza said. Some of the kids got the emergency door opened, and
they rushed out.
"We were all just screaming,” she said. "We all ran away "
Brandon Andreen, 20, of Blaine, was driving down University Avenue when he saw a huge
cloud of dust and smoke, and people running.
He parked his car and scrambled to the water. He saw dust, smoke and fire. Cars were
crushed, sunken, floating and hanging from the bridge. A car exploded in front of him.
Screams echoed down the river.
"It was the worst thing I've seen in my entire life," Andreen said. "You couldn't breathe, =]
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